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G13 Project Room is pleased to present Chasing the Dragon, a solo exhibition by our emerging 
artist, Adli. The artist will present a total of 7 works in the exhibition. His work emphasizes 
harmony and joy whilst arranging and structuring the negotiation between reality, chaos and 
peace.

Adli has been practicing as a full-time artist after graduating from UTiM with a Master of Fine 
Arts and Technology in 2021. He has participated in several exhibitions in both Malaysia and 
the United Kingdom, whilst his works have been collected by Yayasan Seni Berdaftar, Galeri 
Tunku Zahirah, as well as some private collections in Malaysia, Hong Kong and the United 
Kingdom. His article, “A Reflection on Permulaan” was published in Senikini by National Art 
Gallery Malaysia. 

The concept of this exhibition is inspired by one of the mythologies in China, Longmen, which 
means ‘the dragon’s gate’. Adli emphasizes the Asian version of the dragon which is celebrated; 
the evolution of the koi becoming a dragon brings determination and perseverance for people 
and has deeply influenced Adli’s life and work for years.

Chasing the Dragon



ARTWORK

Kenny (K): Could you tell us about yourself and how your life experiences influence your 
creation? 

Adli (A): Hi, my name is Adli. When I was about 16 years old, I decided firmly that I wanted to 
do fine arts. I’ve been pursuing it ever since, and I am still trying to figure it out. Every bit of 
my life influences me. I don’t think any experience is too small that it doesn’t influence me. I 
think observing everyday life itself is very inspiring. I try to pay as much attention as I can to 
everyday happening phenomena, but of course, there are key moments in my life that shaped 
my psyche or my practice and how I manifest my artwork. 

 
K: Would you mind sharing with us the idea and notion of your abstract?

A: I had my first studio at home, and right by the space there’s a koi pond which I would look 
at every morning. By the time I was going through depression and slowly healing from it, I felt 
like I’m just the same as these fishes that were stuck in the same space and don’t own 
freedom. I started capturing moments of the pond and I found a Chinese mythology called 
Longmen while doing research about koi. This idea of determination and perseverance 
resonated with me and helped me with healing from depression, and that’s what I am thinking 
about every time I am painting.
 

K: We already knew that you also enjoy composing music and dancing. Did they have an 
impact on your work?

A: I worked with a lot of musicians who are properly trained when I produced music. When I 
rehearsed with them in the studio, there were moments when they would ask me to repeat 
motive, enhance the dynamic or movement of the music. Coming from a visual art background, 
I realized that the languages of art and music are similar, for instance an imaginary line and a 
beat, and I think all of that can be applied to painting as well. The spirit of improvisation of 
jazz music can also help me in painting. Just imagine that jazz players are restricted by the 
same number of notes but their manoeuvre and their selection of notes are the things that 
make them unique. I tried to transmit this into my practice as well, but with paint. I believe 
that it is just a different medium. Music is one of the most abstract of all because it doesn’t 
even exist in physicality, but at the same time, the sound wave can resonate with us at a 
certain frequency and just hit us in the right spot. I’m trying to do that with my painting as 
well. 
 
 
K: What message do you want your work to convey to audiences?

A: I automatically think that I’m not, and I also don’t want to be, in control of what people 
perceive or receive from my painting, but I do hope that they would get a little bit of joy into 
their lives. It was all chaotic when I started painting, and slowly I tried to find structure in it. 
There’s a negotiation between chaos and peace. Within all the things that are going on, I am 
trying to arrange and structuralize all the chaos that’s going on in the painting while bringing 
some harmony and joy to people.

Q&A with Adli



Di Falak Kalbu
121.5 x 122.5 cm  |  Acrylic, Oil & Soil on Canvas  |  2022



Rentas Batas
121.5 x 122.5 cm  |  Acrylic, Oil & Soil on Canvas  |  2022



Hujung Pelangi
122 x 122 cm  |  Acrylic, Oil & Soil on Canvas  |  2022



Lingkaran Ufuk Sanubari
152.5 x 152.5 cm  |  Acrylic, Oil & Soil on Canvas  |  2022



Sekilas Samar Koi
152.5 x 152.5 cm  |  Acrylic, Oil & Soil on Canvas  |  2022



Menanjak Arus
153 x 122 cm  |  Acrylic, Oil & Soil on Canvas  |  2022



Serpihan Nurani
122 x 152.5 cm  |  Acrylic, Oil & Soil on Canvas  |  2022





Adli
Born 1991, United Kingdom.

EDUCATION
2021 Universiti Teknologi Mara, Masters of Fine Arts & Technology
2017 University Of Warwick, United Kingdom, Masters of Arts in International Cultural   
 policy and Management (PG Dip) (Young Lecturers Award Scholarship) 
2014 Universiti Teknologi Mara, Bachelor of Fine Arts (First Class Honors)
2012 Universiti Teknologi Mara, Diploma in Fine Arts

SOLO EXHIBITIONS
2022 Chasing the Dragon, G13 Project Room, G13 Gallery, Malaysia.

GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2020 Wanita, A.P. Art Gallery, Taman Melawati, Selangor
 Possibilia, Rumah Seni Selangor, Petaling Jaya, Selangor 
2015 How To Live Your Life According to Someone Else, Kedai Co., Kelana Jaya 
2014 Divergence, UiTM, Shah Alam 
2013 Platform, China House, Penang 
 Eye on Malaysia, Nolias Art Gallery, United Kingdom
 Platform, Galeri Chandan, Publika 
2012 Diploma Show, Galeri UiTM, Melaka 
2011 Takik II, Galeri UiTM, Melaka 
 50/50, Galeri UiTM, Melaka 
 Takik, Galeri UiTM, Melaka 
2010 Kala Warna Bertatih, Galeri UiTM, Melaka 
 Still Life, Galeri UiTM, Melaka

ARTWORKS COLLECTED BY
Yayasan Seni Berdaftar, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Galeri Tunku Zahirah, Shah Alam, Malaysia 
Studio Three Works, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Matthew Lim Associates, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Numerous Private collections across Malaysia 
Private Collection, United Kingdom

WRITTEN TEXTS AND ARTICLES
“Globalization and its Effects on Art in FSSR”, International Fine Arts Student Congress “Young 
at Art” abstracts, Istanbul Marma Congress Center, March 2013 
“A Reflection on Permulaan”, Seni Kini, Vol. 22, National Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
2014



ABOUT G13 GALLERY:

G13 Gallery identifies and collaborates with the artists that show potential, 

relevance, and depth in their works. The gallery aspires to develop synergy 

between artists domestically and internationally, and it achieves this through 

cross-border collaborations, residences, and exhibitions. G13 Gallery aims 

to realize a greater appreciation for Asian art, has been actively participating 

in multiple regional art fairs over the past few years. 
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