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G13 Gallery is pleased to present ‘Between Spaces’, an online duo exhibition by Caryn Koh and 
Wong Ming Hao. A number of works by the two contemporary artists are displayed online at the 
G13 Gallery website. ‘Between Spaces’ emphasises the interaction between the paintings by two 
artists with different art styles, but conveying the same inner thoughts, self-emotion during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

This pandemic that lasts for more than one and a half years has changed everyone’s lifestyle. 
People struggle with this pandemic and are forced to stay at home. We cannot even meet our 
friends, not to mention travelling. According to Aristotle, human beings are “social animals”, so 
we seek companionship. People feel lonely for being “trapped” at home, and one of the ways to 
stay connected is through online social media. Hence, the loneliness and the behaviour of people 
that the artists felt the same way has converted into art and presented through their paintings.

Well-known for her good painting 
skills, Caryn Koh explores different 
mediums in art, including painting, 
drawing, installation, mural art and 
video art. Her works usually revolve 
around her own experiences and the 
things that happened around her. 
Although she met some challenges 
when she first moved to the United 
Kingdom from Malaysia, inspirations 
came to her in the process of adapting 
to the new place. She enjoys 
expressing her thoughts and emotions 
through art, especially mural 
paintings. She likes the sense of 
sharing art with the public, getting to 
be outdoors and interacting with 
people in mural painting.
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Caryn’s new series of paintings centres around a constant feeling of loneliness, which is experienced 
by many of us during this pandemic. Despite a pastel and soft colour tone is used in her paintings, 
the feeling of being locked up and loneliness can still convey through them. We can notice the 
sense of isolation in the body language and facial expression of the figure painting. Caryn’s last 
series of works focused on the events that unfolded and exploring what was happening around 
her. This new series of artworks presented in the exhibition focuses more on “self” and that 
particular feeling when one’s inner world goes quiet.

Wong Ming Hao discovered the 
acrylic paint-skins collage technique 
in 2018 when he was in HOM artist 
residency. He continues using this 
technique in this new series of works 
to convey his thoughts towards the 
incident that happened during the 
pandemic. The acrylic paint-skins 
collage technique, like the name 
itself, is a technique that uses dried 
acrylic to create collages. Ming Hao 
peels off the dried acrylic that he has 
painted multiple layers earlier on a 
plastic sheet and pastes them onto 
the painting. Usually, a painting 
consists of several layers of paint-
skins to achieve the thickness and 
texture he wants.

In this new series of works, Ming Hao uses his face and figure as the subject matter with the acrylic 
paint-skins collage technique. Acrylic paint-skins indicates the real personality behind the masks, 
especially we are now in a situation in which most people can only communicate and know each 
other via social media. People are obsessed with the virtual world. We might somehow try to get 
away from it, but end up we are still stuck in it. Ming Hao used himself as the model in this series 
of works, as he came across this situation too during the pandemic. What is different from his last 
series is that he focuses on figures instead of portraits.

Art has been used as a tool to record and express the artists’ thoughts and feelings. This Covid-19 
pandemic has more or less affected artists’ direction of making art in terms of ideas and emotions. 
Other than trying our best to survive through this pandemic, it is a time for us to rethink and look 
into ourselves. Understanding what we need physically and mentally, at the same time do what we 
can do to help others in need. 

Au Yong Yu Ting
G13 Gallery



Yu Ting (YT): Can you please explain to us the idea and 
concept of this new series of works?

Caryn (C): This series of works centres around 
loneliness, a feeling so constant, dee p and intense 
and experienced by so many of us especially during 
these times. 

YT: Why did you choose this as your subject matter? 
Can you share with us when and how did you come 
across it?

C: I chose this subject matter because I felt a 
culmination of things whereby I felt locked up, 
alone and drowning in my thoughts during that 
period, at the same time knowing that probably 
many were going through it or even worse.

YT: How is this series of works different from the last 
series?

C: The last series of works I did was for my solo 
exhibition in Mams Gallery in Swindon, UK, titled 
“Within These Walls”, whereby it was somewhat of 
an exploration of what was happening around us, 
and the events that unfolded. This series is quite 
different in the way that it centres more around the 
“self” and that particular feeling when one’s inner 
world goes quiet.

YT: Does the pandemic affect the subject matter or 
process of your art-making?

C: It has a certain way where it intensified that 
feeling of loneliness.

YT: Is there any message that you wish the audience to 
read from the works?

C: Ponder, empathise with others yet also be at a 
state of understanding oneself.

YT: I noticed that you have been in the medical field 
before you study art, do you mind sharing with us the 
story behind this?

C: I always had a passion for arts, I was already 
painting my first mural when I was 11 years old. But 
when I was growing up, there was a stigma around 
me about venturing into the art field. There was 
constant pressure on getting good grades, getting 
into the science stream and subsequently into 
medicine. Being obedient and having the mentality 
that others have control of my choices affected me 
greatly. I came to a breaking point where I didn’t 
want to live this way anymore so I decided to stop 
the medicine and pursue my ambition.

YT: I knew that you are now based in the United Kingdom 
and was there any challenge when you first try to promote 
your artwork there? Did the change of environment 
affect your way of making art?

C: There were some challenges in the beginning 
especially in a new area. I just had to get to know 
the community and build rapport with the locals 
and understanding how a certain area where the 
art industry functions differently.

To a certain extent it has. When coming to a new 
place, everything you are familiar with changes 
and constant adaptability occurs. During this time 
of transition, you still draw inspiration from around 
you.

YT: You have travelled to different countries for art 
exhibitions and mural paintings, is there a city that 
impressed you the most?

C: I’ve recently painted a mural in Bristol for Upfest 
festival, Europe’s largest street art festival and 
Bristol has been one of my favourite places to be. 
Just the vibrancy of street art, the camaraderie that 
occurs between the organisers and artists, shared 
goal of sharing a piece of us with the public, is very 
inspiring and motivating.

YT: Can you share with us a little bit about your 
reference(s) that perhaps have helped along the way in 
your art-making process?

C: Gustav Klimt, Jenny Saville and Liu Xiaodong 
are some of the artists I am inspired by and that I 
refer their work to. Especially with Liu Xiaodong’s 
works whereby thematically in social issues, en 
plein air or from snapshots and his style being 
influenced by Lucid Freud. His subjects are usually 
the common people. 

YT: What is art to you?

C: To me, art is truth. An outlet of thoughts and 
emotions. 

Q&A with CARYN KOH Q&A with WONG MING HAO

Yu Ting (YT): Can you please explain to us the idea and 
concept of this new series of works?

Ming Hao (MH): This new series of works convey my 
thought towards the events that happen nowadays. 
These matters also associate with some similar 
experiences of myself, so, I use my face and body 
as references for this series of works. 

YT: Why did you choose this as your subject matter? 
Can you share with us when and how did you come 
across it?

MH: During this pandemic, I have more time to talk 
to myself, rediscover all my memory and current 
situation that I care about and worry about. There 
are a lot of incidents happening during this period, 
when I read the news from social media, I will 
imagine my thoughts and actions if I were in that 
situation. 

YT: How is this series of works different from the last 
series?

MH: I work a bit more on the figure body rather 
than just the portrait. The way that I manipulate 
with paint-skins collage is different as well. Some 
combine with the wet painting technique, some 
with the contrast of flat and heavy texture, and 
constructing the figure with weaving form.

YT: Is there any reason for you to use the acrylic paint-
skins collage in this series of works?

MH: Together, I want to show the exterior face of 
the person or subject, and also reveal the real 
personality/faces behind the mask. Giving the hint 
that whatever we see, is not always the truth, there 
will be another story, or idea behind it, especially 
we are now relying a lot on the online platform.

The stripes and weaving form of acrylic paint-skins 
are like people who wanted to leave this scenario, 
but at the same time, making themselves step 
deeper into this circumstance. It is like a trap, which 
will be more entangled the more we try to leave it. 

YT: Does the pandemic affect the subject matter or 
process of your art-making?

MH: Yes. Like I mentioned before, when everything 
is going online, people rely on social media and we 
get most of the information from there. Thus, we 
will see lots of weird cases or unfamiliar events that 
blow our minds.

YT: Is there any message that you wish the audience to 
read from the works?

MH: I’m more interested to hear what they feel 
after seeing my works.

YT: What is art to you?

MH: At first, it’s my hobby, I started drawing when 
I was young. For now, still, my hobby, what I’m 
willing to put effort to do. But at the same time, it’s 
like a life diary, recording the growth of my thought, 
a way for me to examine myself, rethink who am I, 
what’s my identity and status to the world. Also, it 
pushes me to think more, read more and learn 
more so that I can be more mature to create better 
works.

3 4

Note: The interviews were conducted via email and WhatsApp during 
Movement Control Order (MCO) in Malaysia.



CARYN KOH
b. 1987
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Previously being in the medical field, Caryn Koh (b. 1987, Malaysia) has 
since rediscovered her passion for the arts. She graduated from Dasein 
Art Academy and was presented with the Outstanding Achievement 
Award in Fine Arts. She is also part of an art collective Titikmerah in  

 
Caryn has participated in numerous group exhibitions over the years in 
Malaysia, Taiwan and the United Kingdom. She had a few solo exhibitions 
in both United Kingdom and Malaysia. The most recent solo exhibition 
titled “Within These Walls”, was at Mams Gallery, the United Kingdom in 

 
Caryn has also painted murals in different regions of Malaysia, the 
United Kingdom, Spain, the Philippines as well as Jogjakarta. One of 
her murals in Penang, Malaysia, was chosen as one of the best murals 
in January 2020 by Street Art Cities. In 2020, she was awarded the 
Psychology In Seattle Artist Grant and Cancer Research Malaysia Mask 
Design Winner. She is currently based in Swindon, United Kingdom.

Kuala Lumpur.

2020.
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Here

135x85cm | Oil on Canvas | 2021



9 10

Split

135x90cm | Oil on Canvas | 2021

Comfort

135x94cm | Acrylic on Canvas  | 2021



“To me, art is truth. An outlet of thoughts 
and emotions.”
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Idle

100x138cm | Oil on Canvas  | 2021

-Caryn Koh
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Standing by

135x90cm | Oil on Canvas  | 2021

Weary

51x72cm | Oil on Canvas  | 2021
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I’ll Wait

51x70cm | Oil on Canvas  | 2021
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Wong Ming Hao was born in 1988 in Pahang, Malaysia and he 
graduated from Dasein Academy of Art in 2009. 

Ming Hao has participated in various group exhibitions and art fairs, 
including Matter of [F]act at Chinahouse, Penang in 2017, Art Expo 
Malaysia 2019 with G13 Gallery, Kuala Lumpur in 2019, and Mending 
Fence: Tales from an Isolation at G13 Gallery, Kuala Lumpur in 2020. 
He joined HOM Artist Residency Programs in December 2017 for six 
months, and he had the first major duo exhibition, Distant Emotion – 
A-RES Duo Exhibition, at HOM Art Trans in 2018. 

In 2019, Ming Hao had received the Young Contemporaries Jury Award 
from Bakat Muda Sezaman 2019 and he won the Gold Award in UOB 
Painting of the Year in 2020. In the same year, Ming Hao had his first 
solo exhibition, Unreal Reality, at HOM Art Trans. 

WONG MING HAO
b. 1988

19



The Undercurrent

150x120cm | Acrylic & Gloss Gel on Canvas | 2021

The Undercurrent II

150x120cm | Acrylic, Gloss Gel & Texture Paste on Canvas | 2021
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The Undercurrent III

120x150cm | Acrylic & Gloss Gel on Canvas | 2021
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“Art is like a life diary, recording the growth 
of my thought, a way for me to examine 
myself, rethink who am I, what is my identity 
and status to the world.”

-Wong Ming Hao
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The Undercurrent IV

120x120cm | Acrylic & Gloss Gel on Canvas | 2021

The Undercurrent V

150x120cm | Acrylic & Gloss Gel on Canvas | 2021
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The Undercurrent VI

150x120cm | Acrylic & Gloss Gel on Canvas | 2021
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INSTALLATION VIEW
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CARYN KOH
Born 1987 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

EDUCATION
2017	 Diploma in Fine Art, Dasein Art Academy, Kuala 	
	 Lumpur, Malaysia.
2011	 Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery, Queen’s 		
	 University Belfast, Northern Ireland, United 		
	 Kingdom.
2007	 South Australian Matriculation, Taylor’s College 	
	 Subang Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS
2020	 Within These Walls, Mams Gallery, Swindon, 	
	 United Kingdom.
2019	 Bonds, Titikmerah Collective, Taman Tun Dr Ismail, 	
	 Malaysia.
2018	 As Deep As I Could Remember, As Far As I Could 	
	 See, Artemis Art Gallery, Publika Solaris Dutamas, 	
	 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2021	 Between Spaces, G13 Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, 	
	 Malaysia.
2020	 Letter to Basquait, Artemis Art Gallery, Kuala 	
	 Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 ING Discerning Eye, Mall Galleries, London, 	
	 United Kingdom.
	 Portrait for NHS Heroes, Online Google Exhibition, 	
	 United Kingdom.
	 Traversing 175, Galeri Prima, Bangsar, Kuala 	
	 Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Belang, Penang Stage Gallery, Georgetown, 		
	 Penang, Malaysia.
2019	 Nothing Gold Can Stay, Modeka Art Gallery, 	
	 Manila, Philippines. 
	 Art Expo Kuala Lumpur, Matrade Building, Kuala 	
	 Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Swindon Open Studios, Mamsgallery, Swindon, 	
	 United Kingdom.
	 Art Taichung, Artemis Art, Millenium Hotel, 		
	 Taichung, Taiwan.
	 Get-Go, Titikmerah Collective, The Back Room, 	
	 Zhongshan Building, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Sama-sama, White Box, Publika, Kuala Lumpur, 	
	 Malaysia.
	 Derwent Art Prize, Derwent Pencil Musuem, 		
	 Keswick, Lake District, United Kingdom.
	 Artainan, Tayih Landis Hotel, Tainan, Taiwan.
	 Bunnies! Exhibition The Secret Hideout 5th 		
	 Anniversary, Awegallery, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia.
	 Small Small World, Artemis Art Gallery, Publika, 	
	 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
2018	 Derwent Art Prize, Mall Galleries, London, United 	
	 Kingdom.
	 Collection Exhibition, Space2Create, Kendal, 	
	 Cumbria, United Kingdom.
	 Masks and Stories, Artemis Art Gallery, Publika 	
	 Solaris Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 RRRAWRRR Emerging Women’s Artist Exhibition, 	
	 Maybank Tower, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Softones Exhibition, Titikmerah Gallery, Publika 	
	 Solaris Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Catharsis, Erti 4.0 Group Exhibition, University of 	
	 Malaya Art Gallery, Malaysia.

2017	 Lakes International Festival, Coach House, Ford 	
	 Park, Ulverston, Cumbria, United Kingdom.
	 Asia Illustrations Collection, Berjaya Times Square, 	
	 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Space of Time International Women’s Exchange 	
	 Exhibition, Georgetown Festival, Whiteaways 	
	 Acade, Penang, Malaysia.
	 Primer for A Language, Artemis Art Gallery, Publika 	
	 Solaris Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Collective Individuals Group Exhibition, Hin Bus 	
	 Depot Art Centre, Penang, Malaysia.
	 Unsung Heroines Exhibition, Black Box, Publika, 	
	 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Mampu Art Market II Exhibition, Chinahouse, 	
	 Georgetown, Penang.
	 XS Exhibition, Titik Merah Gallery, Publika Solaris 	
	 Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
2016	 ‘Your Art, Your Story’ Nando’s Art Initiative Group 	
	 Exhibition, Publika Solaris Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur, 	
	 Malaysia.
	 #EhWauBulan Red Bull Group Art Showcase, White 	
	 Box, Publika, Solaris Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur, 	
	 Malaysia.
	 Shell’s 125th Anniversary Mural Exhibition, Publika 	
	 Solaris Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Futurama Group Exhibition, Damansara 		
	 Performing Arts Centre, Petaling Jaya, Selangor, 	
	 Malaysia.
	 Mampu Art Market, Hin Bus Depot Art Centre, 	
	 Penang,	Malaysia.
	 ONExONE II Group Exhibition, Titik Merah Gallery, 	
	 Publika Solaris Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Mapfest Mural Exhibition, White Box, Publika, 	
	 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 GAUL Collaborative Group Exhibition, Hin Bus 	
	 Depot Art Centre, Penang, Malaysia.
	 Anonymous Art Group Exhibition, Lostgens 		
	 Contemporary Art Space, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
2015	 ONExONE Group Exhibition, Titik Merah Gallery, 	
	 Publika, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Secret Crack Exhibition, Hin Bus Art Depot Centre, 	
	 Penang, Malaysia.
	 International Women’s Day Group Exhibition, Suria 	
	 Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur, 	
	 Malaysia.
	 ‘The End’ Group Exhibition, 321 Studios, Publika, 	
	 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Young Women Making Change (YWMC) Exhibition, 	
	 ASEAN People’s Forum, Wisma Malaysian Chinese 	
	 Association, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 The Secret Hub Exhibition, Impact Hub, Kuala 	
	 Lumpur, Malaysia. 
	 Coffee Art Fringe Festival Asia Exhibition, White 	
	 Box, Publika, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

AWARDS
2020	 Cancer Research Malaysia Mask Design Winner
	 Psychology In Seattle Artist Grant
2018	 Shortlisted Derwent Art Prize
2017	 Shortlisted UOB Painting of the Year, Emerging 	
	 Artists
2016	 2nd Place in Printmaking Category, Tanjong 		
	 Heritage Competition 2016
	 Shortlisted ‘Your Art, Your Story’ Nando’s Art 	
	 Initiative 2016

SELECTED COMMISSIONS AND PROJECTS
2016-2020	
Mural Art, Upfest Street Art Festival, Bristol, United 
Kingdom.
Mural Art, Collaboration with Peter Cowdy, Swindon 
Borough Council, Swindon, United Kingdom.
Mural Art, Penang International Street Art Festival, 
Georgetown, Penang.
Mural Art, Torrefarrera Street Art Festival, Torrefarrera, 
Spain.
Mural Art, Bring The Paint Festival, Leicester, United 
Kingdom.
Mural Art, Blackburn Open Walls, Blackburn, U nited 
Kingdom.
Mural Art, Ulverston Fine Festival, Thinners Rabbit Framers, 
Ulverston, United Kingdom,
Mural Art, Cafe Lepak, Setapak, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Mural Art, Kalipay Negresse Foundation, Philipiness.
Mural Art, Sunway Pyramid, Sunway, Subang Jaya, 
Malaysia.
Illustrator for Micromalaysians, Buku Fixi Publications, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia.
Shell 125th Anniversary Art Initiative Mural Painting, 
Seremban, Negeri Sembilan and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Instructor for Oil Painting, Artesque My, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.
Charcoal Drawing Workshop, Lorem Ipsum Cafe, Bangsar, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Live Painting for Red Bull Art Initiative, Dasein Art Academy, 
Wangsa Maju, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
MH370 Tribute Collaboration Live Painting with artists Sliz, 
Aleff Ahmad, Alena Murang, 321 Studios, Art Row, Publika, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Chocolate Design for Senimankakao, Taman Tun Datuk 
Ismail, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Art For Grabs in collaboration with Sisters In Islam Malaysia 
Day, School, Jaya One, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia.
Post-It Art Initiative Installation, Teach for Malaysia, Blue 
Bridge, Publika, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

WONG MING HAO
Born 1988, Malaysia

EDUCATION
2010	 Diploma in Fine Art, Dasein Academy of Art, 
Malaysia

INTERNATIONAL SHOWS / ART FAIR
2020	 Premonition, Online Art Exhibition, Kalwit Gallery, 	
	 Thailand
2019	 Art Expo Malaysia 2019 with G13 Gallery, 		
	 Matrade Towel, Malaysia

SOLO EXHIBITION
2020	 Unreal Reality, HOM Art Trans, Malaysia.

GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2021	 Between Spaces, G13 Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, 	
	 Malaysia.
	 S.O.P., Art Realm Gallery, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
	 Pure Painting 2, Maybank, Malaysia.
2020	 Rejuvanation Soul, Artas Galeri, Malaysia.
	 Mending Fence: Tales from an Isolation, G13 	
	 Gallery, KL, Malaysia 
	 Kickstart 366, Segaris Art Center, Malaysia 
2019	 Figure it Out, Segaris Art Center, Publika Solaris 	
	 Damansara, Malaysia
	 Diversity and Inclusivity, RHB Art with Heart 		
	 Exhibition 2019, Concourse Bangsar Shopping 	
	 Center (BSC), Malaysia
	 Bakat Muda Sezaman 2019, Balai Seni Visual 	
	 Negara, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
	 Silence Imagination, G13 Gallery, Malaysia 
	 A-RES The Graduate Exhibition 18/19, Ken 		
	 Gallery, Malaysia
	 Locals Only!, Taksu Gallery, Malaysia
2018	 Face Value, G13 Gallery, Malaysia
	 Distant Emotion A-RES Duo 2018, HOM Art Trans, 	
	 Malaysia
2017     	Matter of [F]act, ChinaHouse, Georgetown, 		
	 Penang, Malaysia
	 Young & New 2017, HOM Art Trans, Malaysia
2015	 Pop up Show 2015, The Gallery @ Starhill, 		
	 Malaysia
2013	 Glimpsing Childhood, White Room Gallery, NEC, 	
	 Malaysia	
	
AWARDS
2020	 Gold Award, UOB Painting of the Year
2019	 Jury Choice, Bakat Muda Sezaman 2019, Balai 	
	 Seni Visual Negara, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
2018	 Finalists, UOB Painting of the Year
2017	 Finalists, UOB Painting of the Year
2016	 Finalists, UOB Painting of the Year
	 Finalists, Nando’s Art Initiative 2016
2014	 Finalists, Pertandingan Lukisan Cat Air Ekspresi 	
	 Selangor, Malaysia
2010	 3rd Prize of Oil/Acrylic, Tanjong Heritage 2010 Art 	
	 Competition Kuala Lumpur & Selangor, Malaysia
	 Top 40 Finalists, Starhill Gallery Visual Arts Awards 	
	 (VAA) 2010, Starhill Gallery, Malaysia

RESIDENCY
2018	 A-RES, HOM Art Trans, Malaysia 
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ABOUT G13 GALLERY:

G13 Gallery identifies and collaborates with the artists that 

show potential, relevance, and depth in their works. The 

gallery aspires to develop synergy between artists domestically 

and internationally, and it achieves this through cross-border 

collaborations, residences, and exhibitions. 

G13 Gallery aims to realize a greater appreciation for Asian 

art, has been actively participating in multiple regional art fairs 

over the past few years. 
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