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“The driving force behind these series is an enduring love for 
capturing crucial moments in life. Like blinking, precious seconds 
passed, preserving the memories like shutter speed from a camera—
she captures those seconds. Her child growing up is such a momentous 
series of events. Like the crochet looms, she never knows what 
surprises or obstacles she will have to face ahead. It only seems like 
a never-ending loop but the result will be worth all those days full 
of struggles. A dash of bright colours defines the ways how she sees 
what her child means to her, and every painting is milestones for her 
baby, they are paintings made with love.”1  -  1 3  M A R C H  2 0 2 1



AFFECTION, CAPTURING MOMENTS, AND THE 
MEDIUMS

Human beings are affectionate and emotional 
beings. We are affected by different instances of 
occasions, such as the serene twilight by the sea, 
the first time seeing our loved one, the texture of 
the grass at your favourite garden, the delightful 
aroma of our grandma’s cuisine—all of these 
induce sentimental values within us. When we 
recall certain memories, flashes of images emerge 
at least vaguely, if not vividly, inside our thought. 
Remarkably, we could recollect not only images 
but also the experience they encompassed and 
represented by the images. Besides, we often cling 
to the past events that identify ourselves as the 
person whom we have become now. Therefore, we 
desire things or objects that are deemed as having 
an affinity of memoirs in them because we want 
something from the past which we can hold on to 
for a long time.

Photography, for instance, is a medium that can 
literally capture these significant moments of our 
lives. It can captivate us into recreating our past 
events in our mind just by looking at a photo—an 
image on a piece of paper (or the digital one). We 
succumb into these pigments of ink or pixels that 
‘recreate’ an event. How marvellous photography 
is that the mediums, namely the colours, tone, 
atmosphere, etc., can very closely resemble an 
event, depending on the quality of the camera we 
use. 

However, a painting accomplishes its function 
differently from photography in capturing moments. 
A photograph captures a real-time event as close 
as it can get while a painting captures the artist’s 
emotions and feelings through the mediums that 
the artist is using throughout the production of the 
painting. Through painting, an artist’s signature can 
be traced from his or her brushstrokes, the colour 
palette that the artist often uses, or a distinctive style 
that the artist owns and portrays. These formalistic 
aspects of a painting determine the emotional state 
of the artist when he or she paints or ‘capture’ an 
event.

PROMINENCE

This discussion is very much related to the focal 
point, Raimi Sani’s practice as an artist. Her works 
assert the idea of capturing her life moments in 
her own way through her graceful fluidity and 
painterly brushstrokes. Raimi Sani’s practice is 
mostly about improving the understanding of 
forms and the attempt to achieve the adequacy of 
lights. It is impossible to brush aside the fact that 
her technical ability captures not only proportions 
but also the audience’s emotions at a higher level. 
Retrospectively, Raimi’s work is best known for her 
grandiose portrayals of people whom she knows. It 
reminds us of how classical paintings were carefully 
made in the past with ideal proportions, theatrical, 
and impeccable formal aspect.

N a z r u l  H a m z a h

This new series of works produced by Raimi, 
entitled PROMINENCE, is an exploration of the 
juncture of her life as a mother of a new-born 
child. Her artworks, painted with love and care, 
are her expression of affection towards her child, 
which can be seen in every corner of her paintings 
—with detailed brushwork and majestic colour 
palettes. In this series of works, Raimi portrays 
six different scenes of her son in his bed. Four 
paintings display different scenes in which her baby 
was playing with his teddy bear, and the other two 
show him sleeping beside his toy. If we carefully 
examine these paintings, we will notice one central 
indication of the sense of care shown by the objects 
in his surroundings—perhaps indirectly. Items such 
as the bed, pillows, blanket, and the teddy bear 
share the same characteristic of softness, which 
conspicuously signify Raimi’s sense of protective 
attitude towards her baby from hazardous objects, 
which are also metaphors for her warmth and love 
towards her child.

CONCLUSION

If we can get away with something from this 
exhibition, it is about the unique way of showing your 
affection towards your loved ones. Each person has 
his or her own distinctive means of expressing love, 
and capturing moments is an instance of an act 
of love. It is justifiable to say that while capturing 
moments, your chosen medium determines your 
sentiments towards a person being captured in the 
moments. A photograph might imitate the most 
real image of an event. However, a painting is 
able to deliver one’s emotions through the colour 
palette, brushwork and the chosen objects in the 
surroundings. Raimi Sani’s works definitely deliver 
her passionate love towards her son, as her works 
display her passion and care, which emit through 
formal qualities of her paintings. 

“The driving force behind these series is an enduring love for capturing crucial moments 
in life. Like blinking, precious seconds passed, preserving the memories like shutter speed 
from a camera—she captures those seconds. Her child growing up is such a momentous 
series of events. Like the crochet looms, she never knows what surprises or obstacles 
she will have to face ahead. It only seems like a never-ending loop but the result will be 
worth all those days full of struggles. A dash of bright colours defines the ways how she 
sees what her child means to her, and every painting is milestones for her baby, they are 
paintings made with love.”                                                      
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Blink 

61x139cm | Oil on Canvas | 2020



360C° 

122x122cm | Oil on Canvas | 2021



Sunshine 

107x122cm | Oil on Canvas | 2020





3,2,1,and.. 

70.5x122cm | Oil on Canvas | 2020



Making Friend 

70.5x122cm | Oil on Canvas | 2020



Tateh 

91.5x91.5cm | Oil on Canvas | 2020
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