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bong Kiang

Scent of BALI

A memorable trip to Bali made by FKlub recently was largely meant
to further cement mutual understanding and relationship between
its members. Moreover, this camaraderie escapade of sorts to
one of Indonesia’s and even the world’s most famous art-cultural
centres had provided a forum for direct and open dialogue among
the members, and given them a wonderful opportunity to unlock
and unleash their potentials in making art in an entirely fresh and
alien locality. By immersing themselves in an artistically, culturally
and spiritually dense atmosphere, they were able to not only
absorb new exciting experiences but also delve into new artistic

approaches, particularly in the art of life drawing.

During the several life-drawing sessions held there, the artists
witnessed many interesting postures and characters displayed by
the models involved. This had raised their curiosity to explore the
identities and backgrounds of these models. The models’ elegant
body movements, expressions and gestures were done with such
naturalness and gentleness. They were suggestive of some Balinese
traditional dances and ritual performances, and indicative too of the
deep influence of their centuries-old cultures, traditions, beliefs and
histories on the whole aspects of their life and physical environment.
To some extent, their bodies represent certain general ideas about

the Balinese society and the values it cherishes.

This Scent of Bali exhibition does not necessarily feature a body
of completed work, but more likely a series of processual pieces
encapsulating the artists’ experiences and moments during
their travel in Bali. Although these bits and pieces of sketches
and drawings may not essentially impress the audience, they
certainly carry significant meanings and importance to the artists
themselves. These pieces are also evidences of an intense passion
for figurative drawing shared among the members of FKlub. Full of
life and energy, these sketches and drawings reveal that the artists’
enriching journey to Bali and the art and cultural experiences they
encountered there had indeed opened up more possibilities in their
artistic practice, and will certainly inspire some of the directions

and ideas of their art in the near future.
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