


- L - . - - -
I el L | Y
L}




sometime eee






Solo Exhibition by
siund tan






SOMETIME: SIUND TIME

Emerging contem porary artist Tan Hong Shiun or better known as Siund Tan, was born in 1981 and hails from Alor Setar, Kedah. He
completed his advance diploma in graphic design from a local art institution in 2003 and furthered his studies in graphic design a
Perth’s Curtin University, Australia. For the first few years while working in an advertising agency in KL alter graduating in 2004, Siund
tried to secure assignments for illustration work on the side but opportunities were limited. Having grown tired with the hectic pace and
relentless pressures of the commercial art and advertising world, Siund decided o explore his personal interests and produced a
handful of paintings with his wife as model playing multiple characters in various imaginary settings. Those paintings were well
received when he exhibited them in group exhibitions at a few private galleries in the capital. He then participated in the privately
organized but hugely popular Malaysia’s Emerging Artist (MEA) competition and emerged the winner in 2012, Having being bestowed
that honour, Siund felt the responsibility to pursue his artistic calling fulltime and left his day job. The exhibition entitled
‘SOMETIME..." at G13 gallery is his inaugural solo showcase of new works.

The distinctive aspect of Siunds works is his unigue approach and style which is not easily characterized or attributed o0 any local
artists or art schools. Though some [aint similarities can be drawn to the works of contem porary painter Mark Ryden among significant
others, it must be stated that Siunds works are in actuality, a very sophisticated amalgamation of disparate eastern and western
influences to convey positive energies. Like numerous young painters working in the local art scene today, Siund was exposed 1o the
many popular contemporary illustrators, designers and graphic novel artists working under various terms like pop surrealism, tantastic
or magic realism etc during his college years. However, Siund claims to draw heavily from the images and illustrations found on
commercial packaging, posters and covers of products reminiscent of Old Shanghai or other bygone eras which are prized today as pop
culture collectibles. Even calendars depicting Hindu gods and goddesses are a great source of visual inspiration to the upcoming artist.
The sepia-tinged and soft colours used in those commercial packaging, producis or calendars with their models {(usually female)

looking forlorn or full of youthful vigour in various poses while engaged in a range of indoor or outdoor activities are ingeniously



applied by Siund to produce that ‘classic timeless” feel to his contemporary-conceived settings. The eflects ol his chosen medium oo
must be credited for the success in evoking a strange nostalgia for events that never ok place or memories that were never real.
Though Siund had dabble with oil painting sporadically since his college days, he began to explore in earnest this slow drying medium
alter considering the superior qualities it has brought to his paintings. Another reason given by Siund is that he wished to engage a
medium that is more elementary and traditional in contrast to all the modern technical gadgetry surrounding him in the course of his
work or in his daily life, 50 as to strike a balance of sorts.

His treatment of the human form in his paintings and the few portraits for this exhibition is interesting, Adopted from his study of the
works and technigues of the late renaissance or Mannerist painters, the slightly perceptible distortion of proportion of his figures are
purpesefully done o produce an unreal-like quality to the whole scenario which is akin to the intentions of Mannerists painters who
ereated in opposition to the logical, rigidly proportionate figures and harmoniously balanced compositions that are the hallmarks of
High Renaissance art.

Content wise, his paintings are constructed from bits and picces of information, especially the positive ones from conversations with
family, friends and other sources of references which are processed and stitched together to create a cohesive narrative, then sketched
out before transferring them unto the canvases. The final version usually differs from its original conception,

Siund has said that his paintings are like *solt spots’ or outlets for relief from the daily hustle and bustle. Indeed, his ‘urban tantasy’™-like
paintings offers an escape, especially back to the ‘less complicate’ world of childhood where huge parts of our lives are spent exploring
places of wonder, playing games and imitating characters, both real and imaginary. However, Siund does infuse realism into his works,
which are not populated by fantastic creatures or bizarre situations, rather the paintings are composed of well thought-out placement
of objects and symbols, with each denoiing a positive idea or energy gleaned [rom both easiern and western cultural or spiritual

beliels. In some of the paintings, the simultaneous coalescence or unlolding of past, present and future events in a well executed visual



choreography also displays, in a tasteful manner the complex multiplicity of Siund's thoughts and ideas.
‘SOMETIME.. is a modest but convincing announcement of a new comer whose dedication to his craft, proficient use of symbolism
and cerebral approach marks him [ar ahead in a scene saturated by unimaginative imitators and clumsy aestheticians who continue

to mine peity sentiments, inconsequential memories or shamelessly mime their tutors’ or idols’ art styles and approaches.

Tan Seihon

22/g/2014
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Forever Past

120cm X 140cm, oil on canvas 2014






Present Behold

120cm X 140cm, oil on canvas 2014






Future Perfect

120cm X 140cm, oil on canvas 2014
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Season

125cm x 180cm, oil on canvas 2014






Ming’s Instinct

122cm X glem, oil on canvas 2014






Luna Park

140cm X 186cm, oil on canvas 2014
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Neighbour 1

45cm x 6ocm, oil on canvas 2014






Neighbour 2

45cm x 60cm, oil on canvas 2014






Yellow Canary

45cm x 60cm, oil on canvas 2014






Violet Owl

45cm x 60cm, oil on canvas 2014
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Biography
Siund Tan b. 1981 Alor Setar, Kedah. He currently paints and lives in Selangor, Malaysia

Education
» 2004 B.F.A in Graphic Design, Curtin University ﬂFTechnnlnggr', Australia
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. 2014
* sometime ..., G13 Gallery, P]
Exhibitions
s 2014
= Art Expo Malaysia 2014, Matrade Exhibition & Convention Centre, KL
. 2013

« Nalanda Art Exhibition ‘A Journey of Self Discovery’, KL
« X Individuals, the explorations, Art Accent Gallery, P]
« Figurative Trajectories, G13 Gallery, P]
* Duo: The Storyteller, HOM Art Trans, KL
= 2012
« MEAA Showcase, white box @ Publika, KL
» Asia Top Gallery Hotel Art Fair (AHAF), Hong Kong
» A Meter Diameter Show, House of Matahati, KL
« Transit A4, House of Matahati, KL
s 2011
« Cartoon Exhibition, KLPAC, KL
« MEA Award Exhibition 2011, Wisma Soka Gakkai, KL
* The 16th Da Dun Fine Arts Exhibition of Taichung City, Taiwan
« Art Expo Malaysia 2011, Matrade Exhibition & Convention Centre, KL
» 2010
» Sama-sama Guesthouse Mini Alternative Art Festival zo10, Malacca
. 2000
« Rising Dream, NN Gallery, KL
» 2008
» Division, Findars Space, The Annexe, KL
« Swash to Swarm, Findars Space, The Annexe, KL
= Find Arts Group Show, They Art Studio, KL
* Awards
« 2011 Winner of Malaysia Emerging Artist Award (MEAA)
« 2011 Finalist of The 16th Da Dun Fine Arts Exhibition of Taichung City, Taiwan
-
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Since G13's inception, the gallery has achieved much support and
encouragement from the art fraternity and public. We analyzed our
shertcomings as well as our strength. We studied and discussed
recommendations put forth by many veterans and well wishers in and
out the art circle.

We see a certain need to introduce and entice more relevant works and
showeases not so much confined to the sale factor but more imparantly
far the pursuit of new grounds that can be transported to another
paradigrm,As Asia establishes itsell to be the new international
destination for major art shows, G13 Gallery sees strong opporiunities to
embark an this platform with well placed machinery and processes to
meet this challenge,

The gallery’s approach is to allow both established and new artists to
engage in a comfortable collaboration with the emphasis on depth and
delivery. The artists seem to respond positively to the varfous platforms

and showcases that the gallery is planning.

As our stable of artists are ever 5o keen to commit to future events, it is
appropriate to reciprocate with spacious conduciveness to allow a
gratifying sense of achievement for everyone in attendance. The gallery
will be preparing several directions and exercises crucial bo its
realization to be a crucial component to the promotion of art In the

country and region,
T: 03-7BE0 0991 / FERD 0313 G13 Galbery,
F: 03-THBE 5755 GL 13, Ground Floor, Block B,
E: Infod@g 1 3gallery.com Jalan 557/26, Kelana Square,
W: gl3gallery.com 47301 Kelana laya, Selangor,

FE: facebook.com/G13gallery Malaysia,



Published in conjunction with the exhibition :
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18th October - 15t November 2074
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