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“Book Land” is a series of book sculpture archipelagos, an
installation comprising of reconstructed books from the
artist's collection. The main aspect of the project is to explore
the multifarious images constructed by the illustrations and
extract a visual content from the world of reading,
representing the artist'’s interpretation of the books in a
kaleidoscopic landscape. The intended result will present a
world that is full of variety, with a montage of illustrations and
typography, fully capturing and expanding the dynamics and
beauty of the content the books contain.

Walking into this installation work is not difficult to find out story series designed by
the artist, for example shelves being turn into theatre like platform playing comics,
little animal collages inside the tins creating a whole new vision of encyclopedia and
cartoon characters popping out from a building made of books. Interpreting the
stories he wanted to be told, Haslin is trying to make reading a fun experience and
storytelling to be more interesting and exciting.

The incorporation of books in the work is to express the artist's love-hate relationship
with books. The artist, being in complete agreement of books being a window to
immense knowledge, also confesses that he hates reading. It seems the artist is
looking back into the history of early Indo-European writings being carved on beech
wood. By carving up his books, he hopes to allow the medium a more visual
interpretation in an assemblage of various constructions and extensions of the book.
Each island will represent a smaller component integral to the installation as a whole.
Custom made tables and wall drawings will accompany as a structural element to
enhance geographical definition to the narrative.

“Book Land” 2013  Mixed Media Variable Sizes
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artist’s biography

Haslin Ismail (b.1984) graduated with a BA (Honours) in Fine
Art from MARA University of Technology (UiTM), Malaysia in
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2007. He has been making art and exhibiting since 2003. He
is a recipient of several prizes for art competitions organized
by the National Visual Art Gallery in Malaysia including In
Print: Contemporary British Art in 2006 and Bakat Muda
Sezaman (Young Contemporaries) in 2010. His second solo
exhibition, Transfiguration, was held at G13 Gallery in 2013.
Haslin's works, often moody, dark and sometimes violent,

encapsulate a spirit of today’s youth and resonate strongly
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among them.

G13 Gallery identifies and collaborates with artists that have the potential to show strong relevance and depth in their works. The gallery
also wants to develop a synergy among fellow artists both locally and abroad and it does this through cross border collaborations,
residencies and showcases.

The gallery aims to seek stronger regional representation by participating in regional art fairs too. With overwhelming support from the
industry and public, G13 Gallery is adamant to promote art not only locally but regionally to realize a higher appreciation for Asian art

internationally.

G13 Gallery, GL13 Ground Floor, Block B,
Jalan SS7/26, Kelana Square, 47301 , Kelana Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia
T:03-78800991 | F:03-7886 5755

E:info@g13gallery.com | W:www.g13gallery.com | FB:facebook.com/G13gallery

Gallery Hours : 11a.m - 5p.m daily ( Closed on Public Holidays)




